
Welcome at the School of Business & Economics  
at Freie Universität Berlin!

FACTS stands for Finance, Accounting, Taxation & Supplements!

Welcome event, winter term 23/24
October 13, 2023, 12.00 p.m. 



Agenda

• Presentation of the department
• Organizing your studies
• Going Abroad
• Other Information
• Any Questions?
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FACTS
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• Prof. Jochen Bigus 
• Managerial Accounting and Controlling

• Jun.-Prof. Aline Grahn 
• Managerial Accounting and Financial Accounting

• Prof. Jochen Hundsdoerfer
• Business Taxation  

• Jun.-Prof. Stephan Küster 
• Data-driven Accounting and Auditing

• Prof. Andreas Löffler 
• Finance  

• Prof. Klaus Ruhnke 
• Corporate Accounting and Auditing 
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• Short Presentation on Diversity at the School of Business & Economics 

FACTSPresentation

Anja Brüggemann (M.F.A., M.A., M.A.)

Coordinator for
Accreditation and Curriculum /

Diversity Contact Person

Garystraße 21, Office 127

030 838 62959
4
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New FACTS-Students (Winter Semester 23/24):

Overview for School of Business & Economics (Winter Semester 22/23):

Lived Diversity
—

Program Degree Enrolled Female Male International
Betriebswirtschaftslehre Bachelor 1.106 501  (45%) 603  (55%) 125  (11%)
Volkswirtschaftslehre Bachelor 594 190  (32%) 402  (68%) 90  (15%)
Finance, Accounting, Taxation Master 139 66  (47%) 73  (53%) 50  (36%)
Management & Marketing Master 119 76  (64%) 43  (36%) 41  (34%)
Wirtschaftsinformatik Master 84 25  (30%) 59  (70%) 15  (18%)
Economics Master 153 60  (39%) 93  (61%) 38  (25%)
Public Economics Master 107 35  (33%) 72  (67%) 9  (8%)
Statistik Joint Master 62 20  (32%) 42  (68%) 18  (29%)
Betriebswirtschaftslehre Ph.D. 71 31  (44%) 40  (56%) 13  (18%)
Volkswirtschaftslehre Ph.D. 70 35  (50%) 35  (50%) 19  (27%)

TOTAL: 2.505 1039  (41%) 1462  (58%) 418  (17%)

Applications Capacity New Students Formerly FUB Female International
216 45 55 15  (27%) 30  (55%) 17  (31%)
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 Freie Universität Berlin advocates for equal opportunities, for the reduction of 
intersectional inequalities, and for barrier-free and non-discriminatory teaching and 
learning environments

 all university members must be diversity-conscious and critical of discrimination:
 get involved with cohort speakership, school council, and academic committees

 participate in course evaluations as well as selection committees for academic 
appointments and job recruitment processes

 communicate gender-appropriately as well as all problems and concerns

Administered Diversity
—
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Central Support & Advice
—
 University Student Services Center
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School’s Support & Advice
—
 International Officer

(www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/internationales/index.html)

 Equal Opportunities Officer
(www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/verwaltung-service/frauen_gleichstellung/index.html)

 Mentoring Coordinator
(www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/studium-lehre/mentoring/index.html)

 Representative for Ensuring Good Academic Practice
(Univ.-Prof. a.D. Dr. Helmut Bester)

 Ombudsperson for Doctoral Advice / Conflict Advice
(Univ.-Prof. Dr. Natalia Danzer) 

 Diversity Contact Person
(www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/verwaltung-service/diversity/index.html)

 Commission for Academic Matters
(www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/verwaltung-service/fachbereichsverwaltung/ausbildungskommission/index.html)

http://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/internationales/index.html
http://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/verwaltung-service/frauen_gleichstellung/index.html
http://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/studium-lehre/mentoring/index.html
http://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/verwaltung-service/diversity/index.html
http://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/verwaltung-service/fachbereichsverwaltung/ausbildungskommission/index.html
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Last but not Least…Making Space
—
 nursery-plus-work-space for school members with children



Agenda

• Presentation of the department
• Organizing your studies
• Going Abroad
• Other Information
• Any Questions?
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• Master of Science (no MBA)

• Small classes
• Get connected with each other
• Quite close contacts with the professors

• Interdisciplinary course programme

• Study and examination regulation (Studien- und Prüfungs-
ordnung): FACTS-Master homepage, Version as of March 
2023
• Does not matter too much for exchange / Erasmus students
• See especially announcements of the chairs
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FACTSOrganizing your studies (1)
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FACTSOrganizing your studies (2)
• Presentation in the internet

• FACTS homepage: 
http://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/studium-lehre/master/facts/index.html

• Homepage of Business and Economics Department
https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/
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https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/
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FACTSOrganizing your studies (3)
• Presentation in the internet

• Homepages of chairs:
• Prof. Bigus: https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/bwl/pruefungs-

steuerlehre/bigus/Team/lehrstuhlinhaber/bigus_jochen/index.html

• Prof. Grahn: https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/bwl/pruefungs-
steuerlehre/grahn/index.html

• Prof. Hundsdoerfer: https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/bwl/pruefungs-
steuerlehre/hundsdoerfer/index.html

• Prof. Küster: https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/bwl/pruefungs-
steuerlehre/kuester/Team/Stephan-Kuester/index.html

• Prof. Löffler: https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/bwl/pruefungs-
steuerlehre/loeffler/index.html

• Prof. Ruhnke: https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/bwl/pruefungs-
steuerlehre/ruhnke/index.html
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https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/bwl/pruefungs-steuerlehre/bigus/Team/lehrstuhlinhaber/bigus_jochen/index.html
https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/bwl/pruefungs-steuerlehre/grahn/index.html
https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/bwl/pruefungs-steuerlehre/hundsdoerfer/index.html
https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/bwl/pruefungs-steuerlehre/kuester/Team/Stephan-Kuester/index.html
https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/bwl/pruefungs-steuerlehre/loeffler/index.html
https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/bwl/pruefungs-steuerlehre/ruhnke/index.html
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FACTS

• Compulsory courses (54 – 60 CP)
• 4-5 compulsory FACTS classes in the first semester (most of

them in English)
• each with exam
• you may attend the mandatory finance class in the 3rd semester
• first semester is very time-consuming
• you may not work too much in the 1st semester

• 2 compulsory law classes in second or third semester
• no exam for FACTS students, active participation is mandatory

• You need to attend minimum 2, maximum 3 seminars
(Hauptseminar), from 2nd semester on

• Electives (30 – 36 CP)

• Master thesis (30 CP)

Organizing your studies (4)
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FACTS

• Example: study plan for the next four semesters

Organizing your studies (5)
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FACTS

• Four to five compulsory FACTS classes (in presence, not online) 
in the first semester

• Performance Measurement and Incentives (in English, Oct-Dec)
• Research Methods in FACTS (in English, Oct-Dec)
• Internationale Unternehmensberichterstattung (in German, Oct-

Feb)
• Steuerwirkungen (in German, Oct-Feb)

• Derivate und ihre Bewertung (in German, Oct-Feb) or
Kapitalmarkttheorie in the 3rd semester

• Next opportunity to attend compulsory classes: in winter 2024/25 

Organizing your studies (6)
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FACTS

• Two compulsory law classes without grading (mostly in 3rd 
semester)

• Gesellschaftsrecht (in German)
• Allg. Steuerrecht or Bilanz- & Unternehm.steuerrecht (in German)
• Wirtschafts- und Umweltstrafrecht (in German)
• Europarecht und intern. Bezüge des Grundgesetzes (in German)

Organizing your studies (7)
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FACTS

• Further advice
• You need to attend ≥ 2 seminars, from the 2nd semester on

• Seminars are sometimes a bit scarce…
• Seminar in a certain field is usually required for master thesis
• Plan so far:

Organizing your studies (8)

SoSe 2024 WS 2024/25 SoSe 2025
… Steuern (empirisches Vorbereitungsseminar 
Masterarbeit, Prof. Hundsdoerfer)

14 Plätze -- 14 Plätze

… Steuern (Allg. Seminar Profs. Heintzen / 
Hundsdoerfer)

6 Plätze 8 Plätze 6 Plätze

… Controlling
Prof. Bigus / Prof. Grahn

12 Plätze 12 Plätze 12 oder 24 
Plätze

… Finanzierung
Prof. Löffler

12 Plätze -- 12 Plätze

… Unternehmensrechnung & Wirtschaftsprüfung
Prof. Ruhnke / Prof. Küster

24 Plätze -- 24 Plätze
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• Example for creating a „major“ in „Tax Accounting“ 

• Steuerwirkungen
• Internationale Steuerplanung
• Tax Analytics 
• Hauptseminar Betriebswirtschaftliche Steuerlehre
• Steuerplanung der Unternehmensnachfolge
• Master thesis

 In total: 60 credit points!

Elective courses are not offered every year!
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FACTSOrganizing your studies (9)
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• You are free to try to recognize courses from Humboldt 
University, Technical University or University of Potsdam
– Could be useful when there is a lack of courses in fields that you are

interested in

– Ask the professor in charge of the respective field how this is possible
• But ask before attending this course

– E.g., in Managerial Accounting you may recognize the following courses
from Technical University Berlin 

• Wertorientiertes Controlling und Unternehmensbewertung
• Sustainable Management and Control
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FACTSOrganizing your studies (10)
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• Certificate in FACTS-Digitalisierung
– If you complete at least 3 out of the following 6 courses, you will earn a 

certificate which is possibly useful in practice:
• Systementwicklung*
• Business Intelligence (Business Analytics and Data Science, Humboldt 

University, Prof. Lessmann)
• Tax Analytics
• Programmieren für Wiwis
• Stata-Grundlagen & Statistics for Big Data 
• R-Grundlagen & Data Visualization in R

– Only the first three of them (in Italics) also count as electives for the
FACTS-Master

– See more detailed information on the FACTS-Master homepage, 
„Studieninhalte“ 

* Can be replaced in year 23/24 by „Introduction to Programming“ (https://www.fu-
berlin.de/vv/de/lv/759986?query=programm&sm=727423 or Informatik A (https://www.fu-
berlin.de/vv/de/lv/760438?query=informatik&sm=727423 ) or Einführung in die Programmierung at TU Berlin (https://moseskonto.tu-
berlin.de/moses/modultransfersystem/bolognamodule/beschreibung/anzeigen.html?number=40017&version=8&sprache=1)
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FACTSOrganizing your studies (11)

https://www.fu-berlin.de/vv/de/lv/759986?query=programm&sm=727423
https://www.fu-berlin.de/vv/de/lv/760438?query=informatik&sm=727423
https://moseskonto.tu-berlin.de/moses/modultransfersystem/bolognamodule/beschreibung/anzeigen.html?number=40017&version=8&sprache=1
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FACTS

• Courses without grading (24 – 36 CP)

• 2 law courses: no exam, but active participation required

• 1 course in econometrics
• Econometric Analysis, Einführung in die Ökonometrie, Einführung in die 

Mikroökonometrie 
• Exam, only pass or fail

• You need to apply for this course in advance (when selecting the course, form 
available from Prüfungsamt), no subsequent switching

• 1 course in economics
• Microeconomic Analysis, Optimal Taxation, International Public Economics, 

Economics of the Welfare State  
• Exam, only pass or fail

• You need to apply for this course in advance (when selecting the course, form 
available from Prüfungsamt), no subsequent switching

Organizing your studies (12)
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FACTS

• Cont‘d: Courses without grading

• Student can request for additional non-graded courses when
finishing studies

• one course if he/she finishes studies within five semesters,

• two courses if he/she finishes studies within four semesters

Organizing your studies (13)
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Organizing your studies (14): Compulsory courses FACTS
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Organizing your studies(15): Electives in winter term FACTS
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Organizing your studies (16)
FACTS

English-speaking courses offered in winter term 23/24, each 6 ECTS  
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Organizing your studies (17)
FACTS

Cont‘d: English-speaking courses offered in winter term 23/24
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Organizing your studies (17)
FACTS

Cont‘d: English-speaking courses offered in winter term 23/24
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Organizing your studies (18)
FACTS

Cont‘d: English-speaking courses offered in winter term 23/24
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Organizing your studies (19)
• ToDo‘s

• You check whether you have the knowledge to meet the course
requirements!

• FACTS-brochure / module descriptions (study and examination regulation)
• Syllabus of courses
• Ask your lecturer/professor or senior students!
• You need to catch up if there is a knowledge gap! 

FACTS
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Organizing your studies (20)
• ToDo‘s

• When you have questions: ask Ksenia Dmitrienko (ksenia.dmitrienko@fu-
berlin.de) or me

• or ask your mentoring students: Lucas Fatrai lucasfatrai@web.de

• Exchange students: ask Ksenia or me

FACTS
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mailto:lucasfatrai@web.de
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Organizing your studies (21)
• ToDo`s

• Opportunity of studying a semester abroad
• 3rd semester is most suitable

• Please check in advance (2nd semester) with the professors which
courses are eligible for being recognized at FU Berlin

• Most law classes are in the winter term
– do them in the first semester or
– find similar courses abroad or
– do similar courses at Humboldt or Potsdam University in the 2nd 

semester

• Current partner universities: 
– e.g., St. Gallen, HEC Paris, Bocconi (Milano), VU Amsterdam, 

Peking University, Hebrew University, Singapore Management 
University

FACTS
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Organizing your studies (22)
• ToDo`s

• Opportunity of studying part-time (Teilzeitstudium) 
• You study 50% of the time on average

• possibly useful if you need to work more than two days a week

• You need to apply formally: see, also for more information: 
https://www.fu-
berlin.de/studium/studienorganisation/immatrikulation/rueckmeldung
/teilzeit/index.html

FACTS
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FACTSOrganizing your studies (23)

Coordination
Prof. Jochen Bigus 

• Thielallee 73, room 206  
• Tel. +49 30 838 52509 
• Mail: jochen.bigus@fu-berlin.de

Ms. Ksenia Dmitrienko
• Mail: ksenia.dmitrienko@fu-berlin.de
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Agenda

• Presentation of the department
• Organizing your studies
• Going Abroad
• Other Information
• Any Questions?
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School of Business & Economics
International Office

Sandra Hallscheidt

Garystr. 21
Raum 128
international@wiwiss.fu-berlin.de
030 838 525 48

Outgoing students:
https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/studium-
lehre/auslandsstudium/index.html

Incoming exchange students:
https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/studium-
lehre/incoming/index.html

FACTS
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Going Abroad:
Contact & Information Overview

https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/studium-lehre/auslandsstudium/index.html
https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/studium-lehre/incoming/index.html


• When? during your 3. Semester 
• Where to?

> 15 renown partner universities

in: Austria, Switzerland, Norway, France, Italy, 
Belgium, Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia,
China, Taiwan, Israel, Singapore

Benefits:
• No tuition fees
• Erasmus+ / SEMP (Swiss) grants
• Courses in study programs with at partner

institutions
• Step-by-step advising from planning to return
Prerequisites:
• „Pass“ in the 5 compulsory modules
• GPA < 3.5
• English skills

FACTS
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Going Abroad:
for FACTS-Students

Save the date!
Information session

January 19, 2024
12.00 - 13.30 h
R 013, Thielallee 73



Course selection & registration
• Course registration

• FACTS courses in English incl. exams: 
before Christmas

• Lecture/exam period for other courses:
up until end of February

Administrative issues:
• Learning Agreements

• Certificates of Stay

• Transcripts of Records

Counseling

FACTS
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Going Abroad:
Incoming Exchange students



Agenda

• Presentation of the department
• Organizing your studies
• Going Abroad
• Other Information
• Any Questions?

page 39

FACTS

39



page 40

FACTSOther information (1)
• How to use the library and its databases?

• guided tour on October 20, 10.15 a.m. -11.45 a.m. 
• meeting in PC Pool of library in Garystr. 21 

• Courses offered by the library on
• …how to effectively search for literature for your master thesis,
• …how to effectively use financial market and financial

accounting databases (e.g., Datastream, Orbis, DAFNE),
• …how to effectively organise citations in your thesis.
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FACTSOther information (2)
• Awards 

• 2 prizes (1.250 and 750€) for best students graduating in 
FACTS.

• Prizes are awarded by Elze-Hilfe of Deutschen Anwalts- und 
Notarversicherung. 

• We meet afterwards in the lobby of Henry-Ford-Bau
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FACTSOther information (3)
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FACTSOther information (4)
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a free service since 2008 

Statistical Consulting Unit

http://www.stat.fu-berlin.de/index.html
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The statistical consulting unit – fu:stat

Statistische Beratungseinheit / fu:stat

• Since its start in 2008, fu:stat has been supporting students, doctoral 
candidates and externals in statistical analysis. 

• The services of the consulting unit can be roughly divided into three pillars

Students, Employees & 
Scientific Institutions

Immediate Help

Support for empirical
projects (bachelor, 
master theses and 

dissertations)

Support of research
projects

Support in the 
acquisition of third-

party funds

fu:stat thesis
Wiki of fu:stat

Courses

Statistical 
Basics

Statistics-
Software        

R, STATA, SPSS, 
Excel, JMP, Python

External 
Consulting

Consulting

Statistical 
Analysis

BI – Business 
Intelligence



46Statistische Beratungseinheit / fu:stat

Tasks of statistical consulting

Help for
self-help

Suitable
statistical
methods

Interpretation 
of results

Handling 
statistical
software

Data-
management
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Development of consulting cases



48Statistische Beratungseinheit / fu:stat

Type of projects
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Overview courses

Statistische Beratungseinheit / fu:stat

• Periods for the courses are typically in December and March with fewer trainings 
offered in December

• Prices depend on course duration

Statistical Courses

Statistics Basics

Statistics Crash Course

Introduction to Statistical 
Learning

Programming Courses

R (Introduction &
Visualization)

Python

Stata
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Homepage – fu:stat

Statistische Beratungseinheit / fu:stat

• http://www.stat.fu-berlin.de/



Any Questions?

?

FACTS stands for Finance, Accounting, Taxation & Supplements!
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