
Summer School on Self-Reinforcing Processes in Organizations, Networks and Markets 
Freie Universität Berlin, July 13 – 17 

Program  
 

 Monday 13 
K3 

Tuesday 14 
K3 (+Senatssaal) 

Wednesday 15 
K3(+K2) 

Thursday 16 
K3 

Friday 17 
K3 

9 – 10 a.m. 

Key Note:  
Gregory Jackson 
Varieties of Capitalism, 
Varieties of Markets: Path 
Dependent Aspects of M&A 
Markets in Five Countries 
 
Chair: David Stark 
 

Key Note: 
Jörg Sydow 
Self-Reinforcing Processess 
Underlying Organizational Path 
Dependence 
 
Chair: Georg Schreyögg 
 

Key Note: 
Georg Schreyögg 
Breaking Organizational Path 
Dependence and Self-
Reinforcing Processes 
 
Chair: Jörg Sydow  
 
 

Paper Session (11) 
 
Thomas Rixen  
Uses and Abuses of Path 
Dependence Toward an 
Improved 
Conceptualization of 
Institutional Change  
 
Discussant: Joaquín 
Herranz  
 

 Break Break Break  

10.15 –  
11 a.m. 

9.30 a.m. Opening 
D. Rueland, FU Berlin; 
Organizers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Note: 
Huseyin Leblebici 
The Logics of Self-
Reinforcing Processes and 
Organizational Change: 
Alternative Metaphors For 
Conceptualizing the 
Interplay Between 
Institutions and Agency 
 
Chair: Amalya Oliver 

Paper Session (3) 
 
Martin Mendelski  
The Possibilities and 
Limitations of Institutional 
Complementarities in 
Explaining Post-Communist "  
 
Discussant: Andrew B.  
Whitford  
 

Paper Session (6) 
 
Jochen Koch 
Strategic Path Dependence: 
Introducing the Distinction 
between Mechanism and 
Pattern Inscription  
 
Discussant: Edgar Ennen 

Paper Session (9) 
 
Andrew B. Whitford 
Path Dependence, Adaptive 
Processes among Public 
Agencies  
 
Discussant: Benjamin Peters 

Paper Session (12) 
 
Alexandra Lai 
The Neglected Role of 
Power and Politics in the 
Path Creation Process 
 
Discussant: Jasmin 
Kominek  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Break   
 

    
Lunch 

 



11.30 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. 

Paper Session (1) 
 
Sheen S. Levine 
 
When and Where Can 
Institutionalization Occur? 
The Case of Price Bubbles in 
Financial Markets 
 
Discussant: Alexandra Lai 
 
Jasmin Kominek  
 
How do Self-Reinforcing 
Mechanisms Influence an 
Actor's Actual Decision 
Process? 
 
Discussant: Thomas Rixen 
 

Paper Session (4) 
 
Benjamin Peters 
 
Reconstructing Information in 
Cold War Cybernetics and 
Social Science 
 
Discussant: Arne Petermann 
 
Lise Monneraud  
Self-Reinforcing Processes 
within the French Health 
System: Multiples Forms and 
Factors of Path Dependence 
 
Discussant: Wiliam D. Rifkin 
 

Paper Session (7) 
 
Devkamal Dutta 
Path Dependence, VRIN 
Resource Endowments, and 
Managers: Towards an 
Integration of RBT with Upper 
Echelons Theory of the Firm  
 
Discussant: Arne Petermann 
 
Edgar Ennen 
The Impact of 
Complementarities on the 
Performance of Law Firms  
 
Discussant: Olivier Berthod 

Paper Session (10) 
 
Matrecia S.L. James  
Understanding the Self 
Reinforcement Process 
 
Discussant:Martin Mendelski 
 
Stefan Kirchner  
Organizational Identities and 
Institutions: The Influence of 
Multilevel Path Dependence on 
Organizational Change and 
Stability 
 
Discussant : Neil J. Lambert  
 

1 – 2 p.m.  Lunch  

2 – 3 p.m.  

Keynote:  
Amalya Oliver 
Organizational Networks, 
Institutions and Path 
Dependence  
 
Chair: Huseyin Leblebici 

Paper Session (5) 
 
Olivier Berthod  
 
Path Dependence Versus 
Institutionalization: Similarities 
and Discrepancies at Stake 
 
Discussant: Devkamal Dutta 
 
Dennis Schoeneborn  
Diversity Analyzing the 
Constitutive Conditions for a 
Self-Energizing Effect of CSR 
Standards: An Explorative 
Case Study on the "Equator 
Principles 
 
Discussant: Jochen Koch  

Panel: 
New Theoretical 
Perspectives 
(K2) 
 
Moderator: Amalya Oliver 

Breakout Groups: 
Screening Self-
Reinforcing Processes in 
Organizations, Networks 
and Markets 

12-15 p.m.  
Exploring Berlin 
Paths 

 



 Coffee Break Coffee Break Coffee Break 3 p.m. – 4.30 p.m. 
Open Key Note:  
David Stark 
(Senatssaal) 
Reflexivity and Systemic Risk 
in Quantitative Finance 
 
Chair: Gregory Jackson 

3.30 –  
5 p.m.  

Paper Session (2) 
 
Joaquín Herranz 
The A, B, C's of Self-
reinforcing Processes in 
Network Resiliency: 
Adapting, Bouncing Back, 
and Coping 
 
Discussant: Stefan 
Kirchner  
 
Neil J. Lambert 
Comparative Institutional 
Advantage and the Global 
Ceramic Tableware Industry: 
A Historical Analysis of the 
Staffordshire Ceramics 
District 
 
Discussant: Matrecia S.L. 
James 
 

Paper Session (8) 
 
Wiliam D. Rifkin 
Self-Reinforcing Processes in 
the Negotiation of Expert 
Status 
 
Discussant: Dennis 
Schoeneborn  
 
Arne Petermann 
Path Dependence and 
Organizational Hierarchy – 
Exploring the Evolution of 
Organizational Institutions with 
Computer Simulations  
 
Discussant: Lise Monneraud 
 

Presentation of Group 
Results 

 

  
 

 
4.30 p.m.  
Reception: Pfadkolleg 
meets Summer School
 

   

Evening 
 
 
 

7 p.m.  
Enjoying Berlin 

 7.30 p.m. 
Berlin Dinner 

 

 
Sunday, July 12, 7:30 p.m. informal get-together at Restaurant Luise 

 


