
Welcome event, FACTS-Master
winter term 24/25

October 11, 2024, 9.00 a.m. (HFB, HS B) 



Agenda

• FACTS-Department 
• Organizing your studies
• Going abroad, fu:stat, Diversity, Library 
• Other information
• Any questions?
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FACTS Department

Times Higher Education Ranking  
#4 Best Universities in Germany in Accounting & Finance 
(2022)

Laut einer Befragung von fast 500 Personalern (Employer-
Branding-Beratung 2024) sind wir im Bereich 
Betriebswirtschaftslehre in Deutschland auf Rank 4; als 
zentrale Eigenschaften der Bewerber*innen wurden u.a. 
Persönlichkeit, Kommunikations- und Analysefähigkeit sowie 
lösungsorientiertes Denken genannt.

https://www.wiwo.de/my/erfolg/hochschule/hochschulranking-2024-das-sind-die-besten-unis-fuer-ihre-karriere/29845548.html
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Kernprofessuren
Prof. Jochen Bigus 
Interne Unternehmensrechnung, Controlling

Jun.-Prof. Aline Grahn 
Managerial Accounting, Financial Accounting, Sustainability Reporting

Prof. Jochen Hundsdoerfer 
Betriebswirtschaftliche Steuerlehre

Jun.-Prof. Stephan Küster
Accounting, Auditing & Data Analytics

Prof. Andreas Löffler 
Finanzierung  

Prof. Klaus Ruhnke 
Financial Accounting, Sustainability Reporting, Assurance Services

FACTS Department
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FACTS Department

Weitere Dozenten*innen

• Prof. Dr. WP Oliver Beyhs
• Florian Brügel, Brügel Rechtsanwälte
• Prof. Dr. Andreas Engert, Fachbereich Rechtswissenschaft
• Dr. WP Stb Julia Füssel, Mazars
• Roberta Grottini, PwC
• PD Dr. CIIA, CEFA Andreas Haaker, BA Sachsen
• Melissa Koenigsberg, Ernst & Young
• Dr. Astrid Lauterwein, White & Case
• Prof. Dr. Carsten Momsen, Fachbereich Rechtswissenschaft
• Dr. RA WP Christoph Regierer, Mazars, Berlin 
• Hon.-Prof. Dr. Arne Schnitger, PwC
• Dr. Christoph Schulte-Kaubrügger, White & Case
• RA Bernd Schult, Mazars 
• WP StB Volker Specht, KPMG
• Hon.-Prof. Dr. Susanne Tiedchen, Fachbereich Rechtswissenschaft
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FACTS Department

FACTS-Department, Thielallee 73
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Organizing your studies (1)

Coordination

Prof. Klaus Ruhnke 
Thielallee 73, room 211, klaus.ruhnke@fu-berlin.de

Assistant
Roman Oehler (from November 2024), factsmaster@wiwiss.fu-berlin.de

Open questions - Senior students
Julia Schneider 
Anastasiia Smolina, smolia01@zedat.fu-berlin.de

Class speaker (Start WiSe 24/25)
tba.

mailto:klaus.ruhnke@fu-berlin.de
mailto:factsmaster@wiwiss.fu-berlin.de
mailto:smolia01@zedat.fu-berlin.de


• Master of Science (no MBA)

• Small classes
o Get connected with each other
o Close contacts with the professors

• Interdisciplinary course program

• Study and examination regulation (Studien- und Prüfungsordnung): 
FACTS-Master homepage, Version as of March 2023
o Does not matter too much for exchange / Erasmus students
o See especially announcements of the chairs
o ECTS = Leistungspunkte (LP) = Credit points (CP)

page 88

Organizing your studies (2)
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• Compulsory courses (54 CP)
o 5 compulsory FACTS classes (§ 7 Abs. 2 StO/PO)

− Most of them in English, each with exam
− The first semester is very time-consuming
− You should not work too much in the 1st semester 

o 2 compulsory law classes (§ 7 Abs. 4 StO/PO)

o 1 compulsory method class (§ 7 Abs. 5 Nr. 6 StO/PO)

o 1 compulsory economics class (§ 7 Abs. 5 Nr. 7 StO/PO)

• Electives (36 CP)
o Especially related to FACT (§ 7 Abs. 5 Nr. 1-4 StO/PO)

o You need to attend a minimum of 2, resp. a maximum of 3 seminars in 
FACT (Hauptseminar), from 2nd semester on (§ 7 Abs. 3 StO/PO)

• Master thesis (30 CP)
9

Organizing your studies (3)
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• Four to five compulsory FACTS classes in the first semester
o Performance Measurement and Incentives (in English, Oct-Dec)

o Research Methods in FACTS (in English, Oct-Dec)

o Internationale Unternehmensberichterstattung (in German, Oct-Feb)

o Steuerwirkungen (in German, Oct-Feb)

o Derivate und ihre Bewertung (in German, Oct-Feb) or 
Kapitalmarkttheorie in the 3rd semester 

• Make sure you attend the 1st examination date!
o Next opportunity to attend compulsory classes: in winter 2025/26 

10

Organizing your studies (5)
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• Example: study plan for the next four semesters

11

Organizing your studies (4)

Quelle: StO/PO 2023, Anlage 2.
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• Classes without grading (mostly in the 3rd semester)
o Pass or fail 

o You need to apply for this course in advance (when selecting the 
course, form available from Prüfungsamt), no subsequent switching

o 2 courses in law (§ 7 Abs. 4 StO/PO)

o 1 course in methods (§ 7 Abs. 5 Nr. 6 StO/PO)

o 1 course in economics (§ 7 Abs. 5 Nr. 7 StO/PO)
− Erweitertes Modulangebot zu § 7 Abs. 5 Nr. 7 StO/PO: Änderungsordnung in 

Bearbeitung.

o Students can request for additional non-graded courses when finishing 
studies (Prüfungsamt)
− one course if they finish their studies within five semesters

− two courses if they finish their studies within four semesters

12

Organizing your studies (6)



page 13

• Seminars
o You need to attend ≥ 2 seminars, 

from the 2nd semester on
− Seminars are sometimes a bit scarce…

− A seminar in a certain field is usually required for your master thesis.

Vorläufige Seminarplanung SoSe 2025 WS 2025/26 SoSe 2026

… Steuern (empirisches Vorbereitungsseminar Masterarbeit)
Jochen Hundsdoerfer

12 Plätze -- 14 Plätze

… Steuern (allgemeines Seminar)
Jochen Hundsdoerfer

-- 12 Plätze --

… Controlling
Jochen Bigus / Aline Grahn

36 Plätze 12 Plätze 24 Plätze

… Finanzierung
Andreas Löffler

12 Plätze -- 12 Plätze

…Unternehmensberichterstattung & Wirtschaftsprüfung
Klaus Ruhnke / Stefan Küster

24 Plätze -- 24 Plätze

13

Organizing your studies (7)
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• Examples for creating a „major“
o Betriebswirtschaftliche Steuerlehre

− Steuerwirkungen
− Internationale Steuerplanung
− Tax Analytics und Umsatzsteuer
− Steuerplanung der Unternehmensnachfolge
− Hauptseminar Betriebswirtschaftliche Steuerlehre
− Masterarbeit

o Unternehmensrechnung und Wirtschaftsprüfung
− Internationale Unternehmensberichterstattung
− Machine Learning in der Unternehmensrechnung
− Wirtschaftsprüfung (Assurance Services)
− Current Developments in Financial and Non-Financial Reporting
− Accounting-based stock valuation
− Hauptseminar Unternehmensrechnung und Wirtschaftsprüfung
− Masterarbeit

60 ECTS

66 ECTS

Organizing your studies (8)



page 1515

• Examples for creating a major (…)
o Controlling

− Performance Measurement and Incentives
− Rationales Entscheiden im Controlling
− Wertorientiertes Controlling und Unternehmensbewertung 

(TU Berlin)
− Sustainable Management and Control (TU Berlin)
− Hauptseminar Controlling
− Masterarbeit

60 ECTS

Organizing your studies (9)



• You are free to try to have courses from Humboldt University, 
Technical University or University of Potsdam recognized.

o This could be useful when there is a lack of courses in the fields that you 
are interested in.

o Ask the professor in charge of the respective field if a recognition is 
possible
− But ask before attending this course

o E.g., in Managerial Accounting you may have the following courses from 
Technical University Berlin recognized: 
− Wertorientiertes Controlling und Unternehmensbewertung

− Sustainable Management and Control

page 1616

Organizing your studies (10)
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• Zertifikat in FACTS-Digitalisierung

o 18 ECTS müssen belegt werden

− Programmieren für WiWis, 
Business Intelligence, 
Umsatzsteuer und Tax Analytics, Machine Learning in der 
Unternehmensrechnung, Stata-Grundlagen & Introduction to Statistical 
Learning, R-Grundlagen & Data Visualisierung, Phyton Basics for Statistics

o Zusatzzertifikat unabhängig vom Studienabschluss

o Weitere Informationen

Organizing your studies (11)

https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/studium-lehre/master/facts/Studieninhalte/FACTS-Digital-Zertifikat_240211.pdf
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Organizing your studies (12)
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Organizing your studies (13)
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Organizing your studies (14)
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• To-dos

o It is your responsibility to check whether you have the knowledge that 
the courses requires!

− FACTS-brochure / module descriptions (study and examination regulation)

− Syllabus of courses

− Ask your lecturer/professor or senior students! 

− Further information in the first session of the course 

− You need to catch up if there is a knowledge gap! 

21

Organizing your studies (15)
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• To-dos

o Opportunity of studying a semester abroad 

− 3rd semester is most suitable 

− Please check in advance (2nd semester) with the professors which courses 
are eligible for being recognized at FU Berlin

− Most law classes are in the winter term

 Attend them in the first semester or 
 find similar courses abroad or 
 attend similar courses at Humboldt or Potsdam University in the 2nd 

semester 

− Current partner universities: 

 e.g., St. Gallen, HEC Paris, Bocconi (Milano), VU Amsterdam, 
Peking University, Hebrew University, Singapore Management University

22

Organizing your studies (16)
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• To-dos

o Opportunity of studying part-time (Teilzeitstudium) 

− You study 50% of the time on average

− possibly useful if you need to work more than two days a week 

− In general not recommened! 

− You need to apply formally.

− Further information 

23

Organizing your studies (17)

https://www.fu-berlin.de/studium/studieren/studienorganisation/teilzeit/index.html
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Going abroad (1)

School of Business & Economics
International Office

Sandra Hallscheidt

Garystr. 21
Room 128

international@wiwiss.fu-berlin.de
030 838 525 48

Contact & Information Overview 
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Going abroad (2)

Save the date!
Information session

January 17, 2025
12.00 - 13.30 h
R 013, Thielallee 73

• When? during your 3. Semester 
• Where to?

> 15 renowned partner universities

in: Austria, Switzerland, Norway, France, Italy, 
Belgium, Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia,
China, Taiwan, Israel, India and Singapore

Benefits:
– No tuition fees
– Erasmus+ / SEMP (Swiss) grants
– Courses in study programs with at partner 

institutions
– Step-by-step advising from planning to return
Prerequisites:
– „Pass“ in the 5 compulsory modules
– Proficient English skills
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fu:stat

Statistical Consulting Unit

A free service since 2008



01

02

03

Workshops

What do we do?

Statistical 
consulting

External Projects

page 27



● Free consulting for FU students and 

employees

● Support for empirical projects

○ Suitable statistical methods

○ Interpretation of results

○ Data management

○ Statistical software 

● Helping people help themselves

● Advisor must agree 

Statistical Consulting

page 28



1. Submit project and problem description via our 

website

2. Case will be assigned to an expert in the field

3. Discuss your project in 3 personal meetings (online or

in-person)

Examples: 

• „Characterising human-puma conflicts and their 

relation to social-ecological land systems in Argentina“

• „Parental Mentalization in Mothers with Borderline, 

Anxiety or Depressive Disorder and Healthy Mothers“

How does it work?

page 29



● Statistik Kompakt (09.12.2024)

● Statistik Grundlagen (03.03. - 05.04.2024)

● R Grundlagen (10.03. - 11.03.2024)

● R Visualization (12.03.2024)

● Python Basics (13.03. - 14.03.2024)

● Introduction to Statistical Learning (17.03.2024)

● Generative KI (19.03.2024)

Prices for Students: 

● 1-Day: 60€
● 2-Days: 100€
● 3-Days: 130€

Workshops WS24/25
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Selected External Project
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Join us!
● We are regularly looking for new people

● You would support us in all three areas including the independent conduct of consultations

● Plenty of room for personal growth and gaining experience

page 32



Thank you. Please feel free to 
browse our site or contact us if 

you have any questions.
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Diversity

Anja Brüggemann   (M.F.A., M.A., M.A.)

Coordinator for Accreditation and Curriculum

Diversity in Numbers

© Peter Himsel

© Bernd Wannenmacher

https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/verwaltung-service/fachbereichsverwaltung/beauftragte.html
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Your Year in Numbers
—

New FACTS-Students (Winter 
24/25):

©Michael 
Fahrig

Program Applications Capacity New Students Formerly FUB Female Male International Degree-Seeking
Finance, Accounting and Taxation 199 40 44 18  (41%) 21  (48%) 23  (52%) 10  (23%)

© Peter Himsel© Peter Himsel
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Diverse
—

©Michael 
Fahrig

Overview of School of Business & Economics (Winter 23/24):

© Michael Fahrig

© Peter Himsel

Program of Study Degree Enrolled Female Male Nonbinary
Business Administration Bachelor 1.123 486  (43%) 636  (57%) 1  (< 1%)
Economics Bachelor 593 181  (31%) 409  (69%) 3  (< 1%)
Finance, Accounting and Taxation Master 144 76  (53%) 68  (47% 0  (0%)
Management & Marketing Master 101 68  (67%) 33  (33%) 0  (0%)
Information Systems Master 83 28  (34%) 55  (66%) 0  (0%)
Economics Master 147 57  (39%) 90  (61%) 0  (0%)
Public Economics Master 126 46  (37%) 80  (63%) 0  (0%)
Statistics Joint Master 83 29  (35%) 53  (64%) 1  (1%)
Business Administration Ph.D. 71 32  (45%) 39  (55%) 0  (0%)
Economics Ph.D. 68 35  (51%) 33  (49%) 0  (0%)

TOTAL: 2.539 1.087  (42%) 1.514  (58%) 5  (< 1%)
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International
—

©Michael 
Fahrig

Overview of School of Business & Economics (Winter 23/24):

© Peter Himsel

© Bernd Wannenmacher

Program of Study Degree Enrolled International Degree-Seeking International Exchange
Business Administration Bachelor 1.123 98  (9%) 46  (4%)
Economics Bachelor 593 74  (12%) 19  (3%)
Finance, Accounting and Taxation Master 144 41  (28%) 14  (9%)
Management & Marketing Master 101 15  (15%) 20  (17%)
Information Systems Master 83 15  (18%) 0  (0%)
Economics Master 147 32  (22%) 11  (7%)
Public Economics Master 126 12  (9%) 2  (2%)
Statistics Joint Master 83 26  (33%)
Business Administration Ph.D. 71 14  (20%)
Economics Ph.D. 68 18  (26%)

TOTAL: 2.539 345  (14%) 112  (4%)

(“Bildungsausländer*innen” are international students who have obtained their higher education entrance qualification abroad).
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Striving
—

©Michael 
Fahrig

 WirtschaftsWoche's Graduate University Ranking 2024 places our economics 
department nationwide in 3rd place and our business administration 
department in 4th place. Every year, 500 personnel managers at German 
companies are asked from which universities and Fachhochschulen they prefer to 
recruit graduates.
In recent years, the economics department at Freie Universität has always been
ranked in the top 3, while business administration has consistently been in the top 8

 We strive to excel – be part of our efforts and get engaged:
 become involved with cohort speakership, school council,

and academic committees

 participate in course evaluations as well as selection committees
for academic appointments and job recruitment processes

 communicate appropriately and respectfully (voice problems and concerns)

 value and make use of all the different mentalities, cultures, languages,
and talents that are all around you during your academic life  

© Peter Himsel

© Peter Himsel
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Support & Advice
—

©Michael 
Fahrig

 Representative for Safeguarding Good Academic Practice

 Office of Academic Affairs

 Commission for Academic Matters

 Services for Academic Guidance

 Central Student Advisory Service and Psychological Counseling

 Central Support for Students with Disabilities and Chronic Diseases

 Center for Digital Systems (CeDiS)

 University Language Center

 University Library Systems

 University Center for Further Education

 University Sports Center

© Peter Himsel

© Peter Himsel

https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/verwaltung-service/fachbereichsverwaltung/beauftragte.html
https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/studium-lehre/pruefungsbuero/index.html
https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/verwaltung-service/fachbereichsverwaltung/ausbildungskommission/index.html
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/beratung/studierende/index.html
https://www.fu-berlin.de/studium/beratung/ssc/index.html
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/sites/studium-barrierefrei/index.html
https://www.cedis.fu-berlin.de/index.html
https://www.sprachenzentrum.fu-berlin.de/en/index.html
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/sites/ub/index.html
https://www.fu-berlin.de/sites/weiterbildung/index.html
https://www.hochschulsport.fu-berlin.de/en/index.html
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Library (1)

• Introduction course

o Anmeldung

https://ssl2.cms.fu-berlin.de/wiwiss/bibliothek/04Kurse/PM-Fit4Bib/index.html
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• Courses offered by the library on
o … how to effectively search for literature for your master thesis,

o … how to effectively use financial market and financial accounting 
databases,

o … how to effectively organize citations in your thesis.

41

Library (2)

https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/bibliothek/index.html


Vernetzt Euch und werdet Teil der 
Wiwiss Community!

Zusammen mit der

Eure Jahrgangsgruppe nur für 
Euren Master …

… zum Austausch, zur Vernetzung, 
zum Verabreden und zum Infos 
teilen!

… als Teil der Wiwiss Community! 

 über 90 verschiedene Gruppen als 
Jahrgangsgruppen, Modulgruppen oder 
Freizeitgruppen. 

 über 1.800 Mitglieder aus allen Bachelor-
und Masterstudiengängen sowie unseren 
International Students

 Es gibt eine Jobbörse, eine WG- & 
Wohnungsbörse, einen Sport-Channel, 
einen Nightlife-Channel und einen 
Marktplatz

 20 Adminstrator*innen und einen Code of
Conduct 

 Code of Conduct: 
https://fsiwiwiss.org/whatsapp-coc/

FACTS Master 2024
WhatsApp-Gruppe 

Other information (1)

• Networking

page 42

https://fsiwiwiss.org/whatsapp-coc/
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• Awards 
o 2 prizes (1.250 and 750 €) for best students graduating in FACTS. 

o Prizes are awarded by Elze-Hilfe of Deutsche Anwalts- und 
Notarversicherung (DANV).

Other information (2)
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Other information (3)

• Gründungsförderung  
o PROFUNDINNOVATION

https://www.fu-berlin.de/sites/profund/gruendungsservice/index.html


Any Questions?

?
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